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NBEA PRESIDENTIAL GREETINGS
“Cush Cries Out! Christ Answers!” (Part III)

Prayerful, Practical, Prophetic

INTERVENTION / INTERCESSION
for Communities in Crisis
Rev. Dr. Walter Arthur McCray, Gospelizer

W

elcome to “Prayerful, Prophetic, Practical, INTERVENTION-INTERCESSION
for Communities in Crises”—NBEA’s focus on “Cush Cries Out! Christ Answers
– Part III”. This is our 54th annual convention. And we pray that our time together
in the Name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Liberator, will become a blessing to all! Thank you
for your presence. Peace.
“Cush” is one of the foremost names that identifies peoples from Africa. The name is one of
several ancient African and Biblical terms specifying people of Africa and African descent. It
defines our ancestral and national identity, and our geographical origins on the African
continent. Cush means “black.” Its reference to dark physical characteristic and ethno-color
is obvious. People of African descent are the “black” persons and nations of humanity.
Whether as black believers we reside in Africa, in America, or in other lands and places of
the African Diaspora, we have made the choice to come together and address the needs and
aspirations of Cushite-descended people in the Name of Christ.
We identify the core group of our association as “Black Evangelicals.” We continue to argue
that we are “certified” members of this Christian collective. This is to say, the biblical
blackness practiced by Evangelical believers of African descent speaks as our aﬃrming
witness, and qualiﬁes us to authentically represent both the Evangelical message and Black
American people. We are “certiﬁed” by having been “vetted” according to standards of being
consciously and culturally Black, and in Christ. In the area of stated beliefs held by blacks,
and pertaining to the cultural identity and mandates of the black historical experience in
America, as Christian believers we are true to color and cultural consciousness, and true to
Christ our Lord. We seek to maintain integrity on both sides of our Black and Christian
identity. And do so especially in the current social and political climate of our nation.
Fear and uncertainty grip the heart of millions of Americans following the election of Donald
Trump, as the nation’s 45th president. His ascendancy to the nation’s highest office, the
sweeping election of Republicans to both houses of Congress, and the selection of certain
cabinet members and officials in the Washington D.C. administration has left the lives and
welfare of a whole lot of folks dangling in suspense. Very conservative and white-nationalist
purveyors of right-wing ideologies and policies impact the lives of vulnerable groups of
millions across the country. The nation is very divided. These unforeseen circumstances
threaten the social securities and well-being of countless Americans, and Blacks find
themselves in the center of the political mix. Cush is crying out.
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Compounding the social problems is the apparent anti-Black, white Evangelical socio-political
sentiment, of which all who identify themselves as Black Evangelicals must be wary. Fully
81% of white Evangelicals voted for the current president. 81%. The analysis of these results
reveal that these conservative-thinking white believers voted for a candidate who is their
moral opposite. Concurrently, most explicit Black evangelical voters, alongside implicit
evangelical Black voters in countless churches of African-Americans, did not cast their
votes for the same candidate. One implication of this pattern suggests that most white
Evangelical believers voted race and white- nationalism over against the morality of
true Christian faith. Another obvious conclusion of the pattern clearly identifies the great
political-social divide existing between white Evangelicals and Evangelicals of Africandescent. Months before the presidential election of November 2016, I wrote of the present
(and the soon-to-be-evident) divide. The prophetic words ultimately became a stark reality
that produced foreboding social consequences far deeper than my initial thoughts anticipated.
Deep racial and cultural division continues to exist in America’s Evangelical camp, and God’s
Church.
As Black Evangelicals, we were already wary of our white brethren. Many of us clearly know
the anti- Black racial history of white Evangelical America, and the unblack mindset of many
of its contemporary power players. However, since the election we have become 81% wary!
The issue of white Evangelicals pushing for justice and social empowerment of American
blacks was not for them a deal breaker when it comes to their support of the current
president and his policies. Their political-social-cultural disassociation from intentional
Evangelical Blacks—and from the masses of implied Evangelical African-American believers
in Black congregations—is the tell-tale of spiritually heart-hardened sentiments of white
believers whose practices lack cutting-edge racial-rectification, and compassion for the
masses and less-fortunate in our land.
Amidst prevailing and distressing social and religious circumstances, Cush is crying out to
God. And we believe that Christ will answer our cries! However, the answers we receive from
God are often dependent on how we indigenously practice our faith as Black believers.
Notice the recipe for God’s answer to prayer in the days of Isaiah the prophet:
“Then you will call, and the LORD will answer;
you will cry for help, and He will say: Here Am I.”

(Isaiah 58:9 NIV).

Yes, God answers prayer. But only when the people of God satisfy His “Then . . .” So, what is the
“Then. . . ”?
Through the prophet Isaiah, God called for His people to engage themselves in a social and
deliverance ministry on behalf of their own people: “loose the chains of injustice . . . untie
the yoke. . . set the oppressed free . . . break every yoke . . . share your food with the hungry . . .
provide shelter for the poor wanderer . . . clothe the naked . . . do not turn away from your
own flesh and blood” (see 58:6-7, NIV, emphasis added). These Scripture proclamations
undergird and give direction to this NBEA meeting of black Christian believers and our nonblack true allies.
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In the Name of Jesus, we refuse to turn away from the needs and aspirations of our
own African-descended flesh and blood. We purpose to engage ourselves in ministries of
INTERCESSION-INTERVENTION on behalf of Black people, and of all our other oppressed
and less fortunate neighbors whom God commands us to love even as we love ourselves.
Following in the footsteps of Jesus, through the Spirit of the Lord we will “gospelize the
poor” (see Luke 4:18). The poor. The poor are the heart of God and the heart of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. Black believers must not allow policies and practices that bend toward
enriching the rich and already well-to-do to overshadow our commitment to help and
empower the poor, the oppressed, and the afflicted of humanity. We will intercede and
intervene on behalf of the poor, and especially those of our own African-descended people.
The convention program is replete with relevant workshops and plenary sessions focused
on ministry to our own Black communities. We will continue to pray. And on behalf of our
people, we will continue engaging the crucial issues of our day.
The motto of NBEA is the saying coined years ago by our ancestor the Rev. Dr. William Hiram
Bentley: “Unity in Diversity Without Enforced Conformity.” I have chosen this saying as
the title of my new book on collaboration and integrity of activist Black believers (Black
Light Fellowship, Spring 2017). I encourage each of you to secure a copy for your reading
and application. Collaboration—i.e. co- working together—is a crucial response of Black
Christians to what some label the spirit of “Trump- ism.” Collaboration is a means for us to
answer the current social victimization. As Black believers, we must unite in operational
unity to combat the destructive forces faced by our people. Here is one form of intervention.
In all types of collaboration, integrity is an indispensable ally. Maintaining high biblical,
moral, and cultural standards is a necessity for those who coalesce to do ministry in the
public square. African-descended followers of Christ must always stay spiritually true to
our Lord and to the essence of our God-given cultural identity.
The 54th-year annual NBEA convention will honor and celebrate Dr. Ruth Lewis Bentley,
the remaining 1963 NBEA co-founder, at our Living Legacy Banquet on Friday evening, April
28, 2017. We owe a great debt of gratitude to this pioneer senior saint for her faithful and
energetic professional service, and her ideological thought to the Black Christian ministry of
this premier African-American Evangelical organization. Please join us in your prayers and
participation in this historic occasion!
Finally, I say “Thank you!” to all who took the time to work on behalf of this 2017
convention. Sometimes the process has been a struggle, and the tasks have been numerous.
Whatever this gathering turns out to be, and aside from the grace and strength of our Lord,
it would not have been possible to do so without the financial support, prayer, and
dedicated volunteer service of God’s people. “Bless you all!” And may you become a blessing
to someone else!
Peace!
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GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
Grace and peace be multiplied unto you in the knowledge of God, our Father, and
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Welcome to the fifth-fourth year annual convention of the
National Black Evangelical Association. Although the Lord has not allowed me to
attend this year, my prayers and thoughts will be with you, expecting a massive
blessing from the windows of heaven.
This year’s theme has definite relevance to where we are in history. The Chinese
word for crisis has two characters – one is for danger and the other for opportunity.
We are living in a time of unparalleled danger: threatening political leadership,
social unrest, economic distress, and spiritual poverty. Yet, we are also in a time of
unparalleled opportunity: ministering the gospel to those who have not heard and
shaping the future for our people.
One purpose for this convention is to be able to honestly identify our situation and to be able to take full
advantage of the opportunities that God has set before us. It is here in this convention that we are able to
express the heart cries of a people and corporately hear the response of our God, according to His Word.
As we come together to pray, fellowship, reflect, and worship, may God grant us the grace to take full advantage of this time.
Until All Have Heard,

APOSTLE FREDDIE ROBINSON

***********************************************
The Local Convention Planning Committee welcomes you to Chicago. We have worked diligently to
provide an experience in our beautiful city that you, as well as those who live here, will find enjoyable
and beneficial. WELCOME to our 54th Annual Convention.

Mrs. Deretra Askew

Dr. Ruth Bentley

Elder Mabel Brown

Amandilo Cuzan

Rev. Dwight Dodd, Jr.

Rev. Dr. Gale Frazier

Rev. Timothy Goosby

Rev. Phillip Hilliard

Clarence Hogan

Mrs. Erma Jackson

Pastor Mark Johnson

Mrs. Bethany Knight

Dr. Walter A. McCray

Ms. Whylene McCray

Pastor Donald McFadden

Pastor E. S. Roberts

Min. Katheryn Roberts

Pastor Derrick Rollerson

Mrs. Eilleen Rollerson

Pastor Joel Washington

Dea. Marsha Washington

Dr. Asabi S. Yakini

Russell Lowell Knight, Jr.
1st Vice-President;

Rev. Dr. Thelma Lowe McCray
Chairperson of Administration

Local Convention Chairperson
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NBEA Convention Program
Theme: “Cush Cries Out! Christ Answers! Part III”

12:00 PM

LUNCHEON (Illuminating the Theme Biblically, Historically & Culturally)
Cushite Biblical Roots of African-Descended Identity and Intercession,
Rev. Dr. Walter A. McCray, NBEA President; Publisher, Black Light
Fellowship; Author of 20 books, including 3 exploring the Black Presence
in the Bible), Member, Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church, Chicago, IL
Soloist – Sis. Gladys Frieson Lucas, Lead Singer
Progressive Beulah Pentecostal Church, Chicago, IL

2:30 PM

WORKSHOPS

A1. Rebuilding the Foundation: How to Reestablish the Foundation of
Black Discipleship, Rev. Norman M. Dowe, a Bible teacher, writer, and a
Storyteller in the tradition of the African Griots, The servant leader of Kuvipa, LLC,
whose mission is to empower people of African descent spiritually, educationally,
and entrepreneurially. Rev. Dowe is the author of What Does God Want Me to Do:
Discovering God’s Purpose for Your Life. He is a member of Sharon Bible
Fellowship in Lanham, MD.
(Chicago A)
A2. Ministering to Millenials – Pastor Derrick & Dr. Eilleen
Rollerson, The Executive Pastor of Westlawn Gospel Chapel, having
served full time in ministry for 36 years. He is also the founder and
Executive Director of Westlawn Youth Network, Chicago, IL.
He is the husband of Dr. Eilleen (Hines) Rollerson, Ph.D., (Sociology),
who has ministered alongside him since 1981. She has served on
many professional boards and is a gifted speaker and teacher,
(Chicago B)
A3. Youth Leaders: Engaging in Battle: The Fight to Save Our Youth
From Destruction, Dr. Gale Frazier, An educator, civil engineer, she is an
Associate Minister , Windsor Park Evangelical Lutheran Church; Chair,
National Black Agenda Consortium; President/Founder, The Daughters of Sarah
International Outreach Ministries; Involved in numerous activities that assist
Black youth, particularly African-American males, Chicago, IL
(Dearborn)
A4. Metabolic Syndrome: Diabetes, Hypertension, Obesity, and Its Effect
On the Christian, Dr. Benjamin W. Johnson, Jr., M.D., MBA, the Medical
Director of PainMD Pain and Wellness Centers in Franklin,TN; a volunteer
faculty member of Vanderbilt University Department of Anesthesiology;
Lecturer, Author, he is the Chairman of the Board of Trustees at The Church
of the Messiah. He has served on seven missions of mercy for the Operation
Smile International organization in the Philippines as anesthesiology team
Leader, Nashville, TN
(Hubbard)
A5. How to Intercede for Communities in Crisis, Mrs. Yvette Barclay,
First Lady and Instructor of the Intercessory Prayer Class, Progressive Beulah
Pentecostal Church; Instructor, Instructor of Mathematics, Daniel Hale Williams
Prep School of Medicine, Chicago, IL
(Chicago C)
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Wednesday, April 26, 2017 (Cont’d)

4:00 PM

FREE TIME/FELLOWSHIP TIME

6:30 PM

COMMUNITY INTERCESSORY PRAYER SESSION
“Cush Cries Out! Christ Answers!”
Gather to Intercede and act, especially on behalf of African-Descended people!

7:00 PM

OPENING EVENING SESSION

Praise and Worship - Minister Louis & Sis. Angelyn Isaacs;
Louis -Director of Music & Men’s Ministry,
Angelyn – Director of Women’s Ministry,
Full Gospel Pentecostal Church, Chicago, IL

The Leaders Network: A Model for Ministering to Communities in Crisis;
A collaboration of clergy and community stakeholders
committed to social justice and disaster relief both locally
and globally, working to expand the kingdom of God by
meeting human needs, Chicago, IL
Rev. Dr. Marshall Hatch, Pastor, New Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church;
Co-Chair, The Leaders Network; Chairman of the Board, Chicago
State University, Chicago, IL; Throughout his ministry, Pastor Hatch has
commenced numerous innovative community outreach programs, such as the
Westside Isaiah Plan – Interfaith Affordable Housing Construction; an annual
pilgrimage to Zimbabwe, Africa; an Illinois Department of Corrections and
Cook County Jail visitation and correspondence ministry; Mountain Men’s
Ministries and Enterprises; the Christian Sisters Women’s Ministries;
a Substance Abuse Task Force.
Rev. Cy Fields, Pastor, New Landmark Missionary Baptist
Church; President, The Leaders Network; Trained in criminal
justice, counseling, and alcohol/drug addictive behaviors, he has
a passion for winning souls to God’s Kingdom and promoting
social justice, community health, and affordable housing.
Rev. Dr. Ira Acree, Pastor, Greater St. John Bible Church;
Co-Chair, The Leaders Network; a tireless advocate for
empowerment through evangelism, entrepreneurship, education,
economics, and social justice. His weekly telecast is aptly called
“All Hands on Deck.”
9:00 PM

PRESIDENTS’ RECEPTION
Rev. Dr. Walter McCray, Rev. Russell L. Knight, Jr.,
Rev. Dr. Lloyd C. Lindo, Bishop George D. McKinney, PhD
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8:00 AM

MORNING GLORY – DEVOTIONS

Rev. Dr. Lloyd C. Lindo, Former Pastor, Keystone Baptist Church,
Chicago; Former President of NBEA; Now retired to Margate, FL
8:45 AM

PLENARY SESSION – Panel Discussion

The Impact of President Trump’s Policies and White Evangelicalism
on Various Cushite Communities:
Rev. Dr. Tasha Vinson-Brown, Currently serving as Christian Education
Consultant at Urban Ministries, Inc., Rev. Brown is passionate about
leadership development and is Founder/president of the Women’s Leadership
Network, Inc. and of the Daily prayer line for women – ARISE! that provided
many mentoring and training opportunities. She has been both an interim pastor
and a pastor; both UCC churches hired her as their first African American pastor.
She also was a dean and professor at Northern Seminary. She wrote the
Provocative article, Why the Non-Acceptance of Female Clergy is a Violent Act
by the Church.
Mrs. Solomie Guinn, With her husband, Dwight, she is a missionary to
Uganda, her native home. She has graduate degrees in Social Service
Administration/ Mental Health Counseling and has worked as a mental
health service provider primarily to children in foster care.
Rev. Tim Hoekstra, The founding/mentoring/teaching leader for
Suburban Life Community Church, which works to learn about and live
a life of racial reconciliation and diversity, seeking to unite people
across lines of location, socioeconomic position, denomination and
giftedness. At age 50, he ran 50 miles in a single day to raise $50,000
for clean water wells in Africa and to develop walk/run clubs in underresourced communities in Chicago.
Rev. Dr. Angelo S. Riley, A theologian, ethicist, and former university
professor, he is an independent researcher and entrepreneur publisher
of Christian Education materials. His primary interest is the survival
of the Black Church and the Black community, Chicago, IL.
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Thursday, April 27, 2017 (Cont’d).

10:30 AM

WORKSHOPS
B1. The Struggle for Our Humanity in a Reactionary Crisis-Driven World:
Black Images and Attitudes in Western Media, Amandilo M. Cuzan, a
graphic artist, writer, instructor, video producer, he is currently president of
OM Productions International and chairman of the Bronzeville Alliance
Communication Team that is deeply involved in promoting sustainable living
in the 21st Century and the quality of education in Bronzeville area schools.
He says his true education comes from his walk with Christ and by serving his
community through the Mind of Christ Ministry, Chicago, IL
(Chicago B)
B2. Youth Leaders: Bridging the Generational Gap: How to Network and
Interact Youth to Elders. Clarence Hogan provides computer training to
clients from distressed neighborhoods. As “Sonny,” Clarence performs comedic
routines that use laughter to minister, educate and entertain. Chicago, IL
(Hubbard)
B3. Stem Cell Therapy: Its Benefits for African Americans
Benjamin W. Johnson, Jr., M.D., MBA, Medical Director of PainMd Pain and
Wellness Center in Franklin, TN. A volunteer professor at Vanderbilt University’s
Department of Anesthesiology; Chairman of the Board of Trustees at The Church
of the Messiah, he has served on seven missions of mercy for the Operation Smile
International organization in the Philippines as anesthesiology team leader.
Nashville, TN
(Dearborn)
B4. African American Cultural Calendar & the Need to Craft Relevant Black
Evangelical Programming for Intercession and Intervention,
Pastor Joel Washington (Khunanpu Sangoma) is an ordained minister of
the Metro Chicago Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). A current member of ELCA’s Retired Leadership Roster, he served
as the pastor of historic Reformation Lutheran Church – Chicago (“Young
Barack Obama’s sanctuary for community organizing”). An Afrocentricity
activist/blogger and veteran of the 1960s Black Power and Black Arts thrusts
of the 1960s Black Freedom Movement, Pastor Washington is still active as a
strategist and activist.
(Chicago A)

12:30 AM

LUNCHEON

2:30 PM

WORKSHOPS

The Role of the Black Church in Interceding and Intervening for Black
People in Crisis, (TBA)
C1. The Purpose and Power of Intercession, Pastor Bryan Williams, Sr.,
Senior Pastor, Church of the Messiah, possible because God erased a death
sentence and healed him. Seeing the church as the place of solutions, he
passionately engages in a number of ministries, including youth, prison, mission,
nursing home, free health care clinic, back to school rallies, and prayer walks.
These and other solutions allow the light of Jesus Christ to shine and answer real
people’s deepest needs, Nashville, TN
(Chicago A)
C2. Youth Leaders: Answering the Cries of Stigmatized African-Descended
Peoples: HIV/AIDS – Educating Young People about Its Dangers
Dr. Tiye Amos-Mandela, Emotional Health and Wellness Manager, Nashville
CARES (the largest AIDS service organization in TN). She assists clients and
therapists in achieving IAMSTRONG plans for care and health. She is one of two
community members nationwide serving on the Scientific Review Committee for
Clinical and Translational Research. She leads the HIV and Chronic Disease
Ministry at Church of the Messiah and is a Board member of NBEA, Nashville, TN.
(Chicago B)
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Thursday, April 27, 2017 (Cont’d)

2:30 PM

C3. The Cries of Black Physicians. Rev. Ronald V. Myers, Jr., MD.
Described as a jazz-playing (piano & trumpet), Baptist-preaching, family
practitioner, Dr. Myers is an ordained minister and commissioned medical
missionary to the poorest district in America – the Mississippi Delta. He has
founded and overseen a number of Juneteenth and Christian Jazz organizations.
Founded the Myers Foundation for Indigent Health Care and Community
Development and the American Pain Institute. Falsely & racially accused of
medical malpractice in an Oklahoma clinic, he has been completely exonerated;
but the experience opened his eyes to the plight of Black physicians who are
overly prosecuted, so Black Doctors Matter. He is an NBEA Board Member,
Belzoni, MS
(Dearborn)

4:00 PM

FREE TIME/FELLOWSHIP TIME

6:30 PM

COMMUNITY PRAYER

7:00 PM

EVENING PLENARY SERVICE

“Cush Cries Out! Christ Answers!”
Gather to pray and act, especially on behalf of African-Descended people!

Praise and Worship – Rev. Dwight Dodd, Associate
Pastor & Worship leader, Austin Corinthian Baptist
Church, Maywood, IL

Harmony and Clash of Civilizations: Survival Culture, Pollution of
Culture, Developmental, but the Greatest is the Culture of Holiness,
Dr. Rosalind Jeffries, Evangelist, Afro-centric scholar & art curator and
Researcher worldwide, School of the Visual Arts in NYC & the Metropolitan
Museum of Art; Queen Mother of Ife and other Nigerian cities; She’s an
NBEA Board Member, Teaneck, NJ
9:00 PM

AUTHORS’ RECEPTION

Many of the leaders have written books and articles related to the theme.
They have been invited to display and sell some of them and/or discuss with
all who inquire.

8:00 AM

MORNING GLORY – DEVOTIONS

Rev. Dr. Lloyd C. Lindo, Former Pastor, Keystone Baptist Church,
Chicago; Now retired to Margate, FL
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Friday, April 28, 2017 (Cont’d)

9:00 AM

PLENARY SESSION

Intervention: Matthew 25 Movement: Pledge to Protect the Most Vulnerable,
Especially the Hungry, Rev. Dr. Walter A. McCray, President, NBEA;
Author, Publisher, Black Light Fellowship, Chicago, IL
Rev. Dr. Angelique Walker-Smith, Bread for the World’s Associate for
National African-American Church Engagement, but plans to extend BFW
Focus to and with the African Diaspora. For 19 years, she served as the
Executive Director of the Church Federation of Greater Indianapolis, the first
African-American and the first woman to do so. There, she worked to stop
violence in the inner city, organizing prayer vigils for it, but believes racial and
economic issues are major factors.

10:30 AM

WORKSHOPS

D1. The Cries for Global Inclusion – “Where Are You, Cushite Descendant?”
Rev.Dwight E. Guinn, PhD– Missionary with his wife to Kampala, Uganda,
East Africa, training pastors and church leaders, who cannot afford to attend
college, in Ministry Skills, Bible and Theology, Outreach and Leadership Skills
which he honed when he founded and directed Memphis, TN’s Evangelical Bible
Institute. He is a Board Member of NBEA.
Mrs. Solomie Guinn has graduate degrees in Social Service Administration/
Mental Health Counseling. She has worked as a mental health service provider to
mostly children in foster care.
(Chicago A)
D2. Neither Right Nor Left but Pray for Reparations, Anne C. Bailey, Ph.D.,
A writer of both adult and children’s non-fiction, a historian & a tenured professor
of History and Africana Studies at the State University of New York (SUNY),
Binghamton, NY; Born in Jamaica, her work has been informed by extended stays
In Europe and Africa. Her concept of “living history” connects events of the past
to contemporary issues, and she seeks the reconciliation of communities after ageold conflicts like slavery, war, and genocide. This was captured in her book,
African Voices of the Atlantic Slave Trade. In 2015, she spoke at the United Nations
to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation. She is a
Board Member of NBEA.
(Dearborn)
D3. 150 Years – Juneteenth, Reconciliation and Healing from the Legacy
of Enslavement, Rev. Donald McFadden, Pastor, St. Joseph Missionary
Baptist Church. He also served as Second Vice-Moderator of the Salem
Baptist District Association and Second Vice President of the Baptist Pastors
Conference of Chicago and Vicinity. In 2015, he and Sis. Adriene Turner
organized the first annual Juneteenth Parade of the church, Chicago, IL
(Hubbard)
D4 “What Can the Black Church Do with the “New Deal for Black
America?” Ms. Cecile Johnson, Founder/CEO, African Development Plan;
She is a Board member of the National Black Agenda Consortium – Chicago;
she co-authored the 2016 and 2017 National Black Agenda; She is an
African-centered researcher and scholar focused on self-determination
solutions for Africa’s people locally and internationally.
(Chicago B)
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Friday, April 28, 2017 (Cont’d)
12:00 PM

LUNCHEON

Soloist: Patricia A. Hicks, Team Leader, The Sound of
Worship Choir, Freedom Baptist Church, Hillside, IL

Interventions: A Healthy Community, Needed Youth Programs,
Dealing with Corruption, Future Steps, Rev. Dr. Henry Lee Allen,
Professor of Sociology; Chair, Department of Sociology and
Anthropology, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL; Current research is on scientific
Literacy in the U. S. He speaks on issues related to policing and is a consultant
for the National Education Society, the FNI Behavioral Science Unit, and the
American Bible Society. He has taught Sunday School at Jubilee Baptist Church
for 14 years; a Board Member of NBEA.

2:00 PM

FREE TIME AND ELECTIVE WORKSHOPS
1. Taking It to the Streets, Pastor Barclay will take all interested
persons to experience street evangelism to the addicted, the homeless,
and other street Cushites. Elder Thomas A. Barclay, Pastor, Progressive
Beulah Pentecostal Church; International Presiding Elder, United
Pentecostal Council of the Assemblies of God (UPCAG, Inc.), Chicago, IL
2. Importance of Historical Books in Blacks’ Survival & Advancement,
Ms. Sonja Bertrand, Chicago Public Schools Educational Consultant for Office
of Education and Research; Consultant for CINSER, Center for Intelligence
Security Education and Research; Ph.D. Candidate, Chicago State University.
Curator of the Reverend Doctor William Hiram Bentley Memorial Library;
(Participants will travel to the Library with Elder Barclay & Ms. Bertrand).
3. Networking to Develop an NBEA Presence in Your Area
Rev. Russell L. Knight, Jr., Founder/President, Chicago Urban Reconciliation
Enterprise (CURE); Former president of NBEA and now1 st Vice-President;
Missions Director, Christ Bible Church, Chicago, IL
(Chicago A)
4. Teaching the Bible’s Cushite Black Presence in Your Church or Ministry,
Rev. Dr. Walter A. McCray, President, NBEA; Author, Publisher, Black Light
Fellowship, Chicago, IL; he has authored three widely acknowledged books on
“The Black Presence in the Bible” and lectured extensively on the subject;
but he says, “You can do it, too.”
(Chicago B)
5. Racial Reconciliation, Rev. Dr. Soong-Chan Rah, the Milton B.
Engebretson Associate Professor of Church Growth and Evangelism at North
Park Theological Seminary in Chicago, IL. He founded and pastored a
Cambridge, MA church that was multi-ethnic and urban ministry-focused,
committed to living out the values of racial reconciliation and social justice.
He has extensive experience in cross-cultural preaching.
(Dearborn)
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Friday, April 28, 2017 (Cont’d)

2:00 PM

The Barclay Law Group, PC – Bible-based Legal, Financial & Social
Advice - Atty. Lester L. Barclay will be available pro bono for legal consultation time with individuals, churches, and Christian organizations.
Dr. Tiye Amos Mandela and Ms. Kimberly Foster of My Sister’s Keeper
will be available to administer HIV Tests and consult with convention participants about this and related issues.

4:00 PM

YOUTH WORKSHOP

Do Young Black Lives Matter to the Church?
A panel discussion with young adults attempts to get to the heart of the issue of
young adults in the church. Mentoring and Discipleship will be addressed.
Clarence Hogan provides computer training to clients from distressed neighbor
hoods. As “Sonny,” Clarence performs comedic routines that use laughter to
minister, educate and entertain. Chicago, IL
Marsha Washington is a deaconess in her church.

7:00 PM

CELEBRATION BANQUET
The William Hiram Bentley Memorial Jazz Concert while dinner is served
Rev. Ronald V. Myers, Sr., MD & Company – Belzoni, MI
Donald McCrory, Atty. Lester Barclay - Chicago, IL
Solo

Sis. Patricia Hicks – Hillside, IL

Praise Dance

Elizabeth Smith, Progressive Beulah Pentecostal Church, Chg.

Reflections -

Rev. Dr. Melvin Banks, Founder/Chairman of Urban Ministries,
Inc., which produces Bible study materials in urban communities
with an emphasis on the African-American community. His wife,
Olive, was an important part of the founding of UMI, which has
grown over its 40+ year ministry to serve over 100,000 Sunday
School and Vacation Bible School teachers across the country.
He is also the founder of the Urban Outreach Foundation, which
conducts training seminars, South Holland, IL

Solo

Sis. Gladys Frieson, “The Love of God”

Reflections:

Dr. Ruth Lewis Bentley, Honoree
The last remaining founder of NBEA, Dr. Bentley, along
with her late husband, Bill, has been active in every aspect
of NBEA ministry and had a particular desire to help young
Black men and women realize all of their God-given potential.
She co-founded the National Black Christian Students Conference,
and founded the International Christian Coalition for AIDS
Reversal and Education.
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8:00 AM

Black Evangelical Thought and Action
Needed Now More than Ever (IBETA)
Rev. Dr. Carl Ellis, Jr., Founder, Project Joseph; the Associate pastor
for Cultural Apologetics at New City Fellowship in Chattanooga, TN.
He serves on the faculty of the Center for Urban Theological Studies in
Philadelphia, where he also served as Dean for Intercultural Studies at
Westminster Theological Seminary. For Prison Fellowship, he
developed and taught “in-prison” and “in-community” seminars for
inmates and community volunteers.

9:30 AM

WORSHIP SERVICE
Soloist – Mrs. Dianna Stewart, an upcoming singer/songwriter
Who is birthing a new sound for a new generation
Celebrating Holy Communion

12:00 PM

Benediction – Peace!

“CUSH CRIES OUT! CHRIST ANSWERS! – Part III”
“Prayerful, Prophetic, Practical INTERCESSION – INTERVENTION for Communities in Crises”

2:00-4:00 PM

NBEA Sponsors a Special In-Depth Session by our President on:
“The Black Presence in the Bible”

Rev. Dr. Walter Arthur McCray, Gospelizer

NBEA Invites All Convention Registrants and the Public to this Free Event!
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF
REVEREND AARON HAMLIN

FRIEND AND FAITHFUL
SERVANT OF OUR
LORD JESUS CHRIST

AND IN SUPPORT
OF FELLOW PIONEER

Ruth L. Bentley, PhD
54 YEARS OF CONTINUING
FAITHFUL SERVICE

RONALD MORRELL, SR. PASTOR, CHINA BAPTIST CHURCH, CHINA VILLAGE, MAINE 04926
207-968-2366

remorrel@colby.edu,

www.chinabaptist.org

Congratulations NBEA
Blessing for your fifty-fourth year.
God prosper your fellowship, work and service.
Thank God for His committed servants.
"For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to good works,
which God has before ordained that we should walk in them."
(Eph.2:10, NKJV)

Evangelist Marie Tatman
Mrs. Ellen Carr
Ms. Vasteen Caldwell

From: The City By The Bay
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Greetings from WADU, World African Diaspora Union,
the 6th region of the AU, African Union
Dr. Leonard Jeffries, President
Dr. Rosalind Jeffries, Evangelist
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54th Annual Convention
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Where there is no vision, the people perish:
but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.
Proverbs 29:18

Amandilo M. Cuzan

President and Senior Media Specialist

OM Productions International
Producers of Jazz in the Alley®

Wishes the NBEA another 54 years of anointed work and struggle
bringing the body of Christ together.
“Unity in Diversity Without Enforced Conformity.”

Videography | Graphic Design | Media Workshops
You Tube: OMProductions81
amandilo@yahoo.com
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54th Annual Convention
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Congratulations
NBEA
In the Convention of
Your 54th Year!

“Your Case, Our Cause.”
LESTER L. BARCLAY, Esq.
Managing Partner

The African-American
Guide to Divorce &
Drama: Breaking Up
Without Breaking Down
by Attorney Lester L.
Barclay

Phone: 312-553-0123

Fax: 312-553-0127

Khari Publishing Ltd.
$24.95

Loop Office:

111 W. Washington Blvd, Suite 1520
Chicago, IL 60602
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“

Cush cries out!

Christ answers!
“tHE BATTLE IS NOT YOURS;
IT’S THE LORD’s!”

Pastor Thomas A. Barclay & First Lady Yvette Barclay
PROGRESSIVE BEULAH PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
1301-09 WEST 87TH STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINIOIS 60620
(773) 881-0106
We appreciate our shared desire to “Restore Broken Lives” as we have had the
privilege of leading your convention delegates to hit the streets of Chicago to
introduce the Lord Jesus to needy people. We look forward to continued partnership
in evangelizing and training our young.
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Train up a child in the way she should go,
And when she is old,
she will not depart from it.
Proverbs 22:6

Jamila Bentley

Thanks to my parents

William and Ruth Bentley
for raising me as an

NBEA
Child!
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Congratulations to NBEA!
A 54-Year Legacy of Our Father and Mother
Bill & Ruth Bentley

May the Lord continue to bless the works of your hands.
The legacy that our father left behind will always be remembered
in the thousands of lives that he touched.
Thank you for the nurturing you provided for us as children even until now.
May our daughters experience the richness of the NBEA Koinonia and Godly Wisdom!
Lots of love,
Mama Bentley, Dalila, Ava, Jamila, Jamese
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CONGRATULATES THE NBEA FOR 54 YEARS OF
“BEING A BREATH OF FRESH AIR.”

LIKE STEEL SHARPENS STEEL,
SAINTS SHARPEN SAINTS.
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A Powerful
NEW BOOK
From The Gospelizer

Rev. Dr. Walter A McCray

Published by Black Light Fellowship,
https://www.blacklightfellowship.com/
or 773.826-7790.
Price is $9.95
A way for Black Christians to work together to benefit their community
while staying true to Christ and their African-descended identity.
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CONGRATULATIONS
NBEA
On 54 Years of Faithful Service

Elder Mabel Walker-Brown
Head of The Green Street Project
It has been my privilege to serve the NBEA Local Chapter & Convention Committee
as your Hospitality Chairperson

Congratulations NBEA

FIFTY FOUR YEARS OF GOD’S SERVICE
REV. ERNEST GRAY, PASTOR

KEYSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH
4035 W. MAYPOLE AVE
CHICAGO, IL 60624
773-638-7383
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LINGERING MEDICAL ISSUES PLAGUING
AFRICAN-DESCENDED PEOPLE
HIV AND AIDS
U. S. Southern Epidemic
Dr. Tiye Amos-Mandela, Ed.D., M.S., MBA
In order for adaptive change to occur in a community, there is a need for a sense of urgency to be
experienced. Although the urgency is present in the African-American community there is not enough
correct knowledge about the current state of the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and the Acquired
Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS), hence there is not enough support for the infected population.
Even though Blacks account for 13% of the United States population, over 49% of the reported cases of
HIV and AIDS are African-American (Center for Disease Control, 2010). In Illinois 70% of the reported
cases are African American women in Cook County (AIDS Foundation of Chicago, 2010). The numbers
of HIV/AIDS cases are rising among suburban citizens, according to the Cook County Department of
Public Health (Cook Country Department of Public Health, 2010). There are barriers that AfricanAmericans face that inhibit individuals from obtaining assistance including poverty, sexually transmitted
disease and stigma (negative attitudes, beliefs and actions directed at people living with HIV/AIDS or directed at people who do things that put them at risk for HIV/AIDS infection) (CDC,2009).
What should the response be of a faith-based organization? According to the Center for Disease
Control (2009), “Faith-based community leaders can play an important role in preparing for, responding
to, and recovering from disasters—because they are trusted. When combined with the decline in public
confidence in institutions, such as the government and industry, public affairs officers should consider
more formally integrating risk communication principles and faith-based leaders into their strategic communication plans” (para.6) . It is imperative that the HIV/AIDS infected population receive support from
the faith-based community as well as receive the confidentiality required. Often Christian women infected
with HIV do not have the support needed to survive and remain healthy mentally, physically and spiritually. “Due to the severity of HIV in the African American community, it is vital to explore using nontraditional intervention methods and partners. Faith-based organizations through their broad presence in
African American communities have access to a wide audience making them a significant asset
…”(Francis & Liverpool,2008,p.6).
The presence of faith-based empowerment groups in the African-American community can assist
in eradicating the stigma of HIV/AIDS that is still prevalent and assist in eliminating the isolation that so
many women infected with HIV/AIDS experience (Griffith, Pichon, Campbell & Allen).
The need for support and education has reached a level of urgency in the African American community. What role do faith-based support systems have in the community regarding this current emergency?
The historical uniqueness of the Black Church has been its primary focus on the social, political,
cultural, and religious well-being of its parishioners… as an epicenter for artistic and leadership development, and politics, a social club, and a cultural and health center (Issac, Rowland & Blackwell, 2007,
p.262).
Why is there an urgency in the African-American community regarding HIV? Why is stigma still a
relevant and suffocating issue in 2015? Why is HIV still a lingering medical issue in the AfricanAmerican community? Why is HIV now a southern epidemic in the United States?

32

Unfortunately much of the stigma still exists within the Black community even though the CDC reports that 84% of infections are among women were due to heterosexual contact however HIV is still perceived as a white homosexual disease thus blocking real dialogue regarding sexuality and perpetuating
stigma. According to the CDC, "Unless the course of HIV in the United States changes, it is estimated that
1 in 16 Black men and 1 in 32 Black women will be diagnosed with HIV in their lifetime" (CDC,(2015).
The barriers to discussing the issue of HIV in the Black faith-based community are varied including
homosexuality, sexual sin, poverty and stigma however the fact still remains that God does not find
pleasure in the death of anyone regardless of race, gender or sexual orientation (Ezekiel 18:32). This former statement does not mean that an individual of faith has to agree with a person's lifestyle to show
them mercy or compassion; often individuals of faith have a difficult time in separating the sin from the
sinner.
Justice and mercy should be integrated into the fabric of every believer's character (Micah 6:8) especially for the marginalized population in our society however many times the faith-based community is
behaving similar to the larger society
and adding guilt and shame to an already separated population. If an individual is diabetic, has cancer or any other chronic disease many in the faithbased community would pray and surround that individual with love and support however with HIV often an individual is surrounded with loneliness,
guilt and shame mixed with a good dose
of judgment.
According to the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention only 30% of
individuals living with HIV have it under control out of the 1.1 million individuals estimated to be living with HIV
in the U.S.
Over 75% of Black Americans
have stated that religion is important in
their lives (Pew, 2014) however because
of the barriers that exist in the community many infected or affected by HIV are
not being ministered to within the faithbased organizations within the community. In the southern U.S., within what is called the Bible belt, a deficiency exists within the community to
address issues regarding HIV: Top Ten States by HIV Diagnosis, rate per 100,000- highest to lowest.
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"Is there a balm in Gilead"?
The faith-based leaders must first be willing to obtain the knowledge of HIV so that
they can dispel the myths that exist within the community; they must be willing to put aside
their own biases and separate the sin from the sinner so that they can effectively minister to
those engulfed in shame, pain and suffocating sigma. Faith-based leaders must be willing to discuss sexuality within all age groups so that those who are HIV- maintain their status and those
HIV+ can come out of the shadows of loneliness', guilt and shame. The Church should be a
safe place for the weary soul.
References
Aids Foundation of Chicago (2010). Retrieved from http://www.aidschicago.org
Center for Disease Control (2010). HIV/AIDS and African Americans. Retrieved from
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/topics/aa/index.htm
Center for Disease Control (2015). HIV/AIDS : Statistics Center. Retrieved from
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/statistics/index.html
Cook County Department of Public Health. (2010). HIV Disease. Retrieved from
http://www.cookcountypublichealth.org/programs-services/communicable-diseases/hiv-prevention-care-surveillance
Francis, A. S., Liverpool J. (2008). A review of faith-based prevention programs. Journal of
Religious Health, 48, 6-15.
Griffith, D.M., Pichon, L.C., Campbell, B., & Allen, J. O. (2010). Your blessed health: A faith-based CBPR approach to addressing HIV/AIDS among African-Americans. AIDS Education and Prevention, 22(3), 203-217.
Isaac EP, Rowland ML, Blackwell LE.(2007). Fighting health disparities: The educational role of the African
American church. Cross Currents, 57(2),261–265.
Rosenau, D. & Wilson, M.T. (2006). Soul Virgins. Grand Rapids, MI. Baker Books.
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GREETINGS FROM CUSH TO THE

NBEA
Rev. Dr. Dwight Guinn, PhD, NBEA BOARD MEMBER
Solomie D. Guinn, LPC

Missionaries to

Uganda

&

Kenya

Uganda & Kenya Agree:

CUSH CRIES OUT!
CHRIST ANSWERS!

Pastors in the Kayunga Minister’s Association
Email contact: dwightguinn@hughes.net
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO MY FRIENDS
AND MENTORS
OF THE

NBEA

Congratulations, NBEA, on 54 years of
being used by God to serve the “Body”
of Christ in this present age. We have
been inspired, motivated & challenged
by the great cloud of witnesses who
have gone on just ahead of us, who saw
God do the impossible through them!
Could it be that God is not through with
us yet?
Minnie Jackson, Cleveland, Ohio
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The Lord Be Praised for our 54
Years of Ministry
“Cush Cries Out!
Christ Answers!”

ASABI S. YANKINI, PH.D., LCSW

So Abraham called the that place The
Lord Will Provide: and to this day it is
said, “On the mountain of the Lord it
will be provided”
Genesis 22:14
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THE STRUGGLE FOR OUR HUMANITY
In a Reactionary Crisis Driven World:
Black Images and Attitudes in Western Media
Workshop on Thursday
April 27, 2017 10:30 am
by Amandilo M Cuzan

Popular culture remains a powerful influence on the images projected of black people in America and
the world. From the thugged-out gangster to the lazy opportunist to the sexual savage, one has to look
hard to find redeeming images of black humanity. Where did these negative images originate? How
did they become so widespread? Who benefits from dehumanizing the black experience?
Most intelligent people have come to realize that race is a social construct that has no basis in biology.
Yet, the notion is so deeply engrained in our mind and emotions that it takes a strong spiritual warrior
to overcome the programming of “race” ideology.
We can ignore racial thinking at our own peril. Regardless of how enlightened we are we must accept
that there are violent, vicious, adversarial forces that indeed target black people because of our race.
This fact deserves careful attention, for it holds many traps no matter how we approach the subject.
If we place too much emphasis on racial identity, we become narrow-minded and xenophobic,
believing that no people other than ourselves are capable of excellence. This is nothing more than
emulating the racist power structure that has given us so much grief. Conversely, if we attempt to
ignore race and claim colorblindness, we succumb to ignorance and allow the problem to go
unchecked, wreaking havoc on new generations of innocent children of all races.
Racist thinking is inevitably driven by economic forces. European merchants and their sponsors
obtained enormous profits, as well as huge social advantages by the sinister but clever use of racial
divisions. Colonial lobbyists in the 1500s to the 1800s invested large sums to convince their
contemporaries that mercantilism was the way to build empires. Exploitation of workers at home and
brutal acquisition of colonies abroad was the order of the day. Before Adam Smith came along with
The wealth of Nations, European money-handlers focused on isolationist trade policies that demanded
strict control of foreign trade balances to favor the home country. This meant compiling as much
wealth as possible at the expense of the other guy.
Western Civilization, dominant for much of the past 500 years was built a great deal of its wealth on
the highly valued labor of enslaved African people. The European plantation system, with its sometimes tenuous but mostly strong return on investment, fueled the mad scramble for empire. It also
infected European states with a pathological obsession for power, money and glory.
Not all Europeans bought into the system, and European citizens from many quarters called out the
more egregious offenses of imperialism. Yet, the money of the colonial lobbyists, particularly in the
1700-1800s dominated the public debate. They put great emphasis on the inferiority of colonial subjects
who were mostly black and brown people. Human zoos became popular throughout The West which
supposedly demonstrated that Europe was at the top of the genetic pool and nothing good could come
out of the darker “races.”
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The foundation of this carefully crafted fallacy of white supremacy was laid as Europe was just
recovering from the Middle Ages, where war, plaque, and religious intolerance had stagnated social development. In the mid-15th Century, three forces converged to create a perfect storm for European dominance of this era.
Communication:
Transportation:
Finance:

A practical printing press to mass produce books
Construction of large seafaring ships
Mercantilism to fund and support colonization

Communication:
A practical printing press allowed Europeans to mass produce books at a time when very few people were
literate. Within a few decades millions of books were being produced each year and literacy
exploded. Even more importantly ideas could be promoted to the masses that favored certain ideas or
policies. Martin Luther’s Reformation was largely made possible by the printing press which allowed his
95 theses to be widely distributed. But the press also allowed the colonial lobby to paint a picture of the
world that said all black people are subhuman savages who deserve to be enslaved and exploited. Eventually, pseudo-scientific racism became a major area of study for the leading thinkers of Europe.
Transportation:
Though Europe is about one-third the landmass of Africa it actually has a longer coastline. This geopolitical
reality helped spur the European dominance of constructing large seafaring ships. The age of exploration
coincided with the expansion of written communication which made the common people all the hungrier
for adventure stories about faraway lands and the exotic creatures encountered by explorers.
Finance:
Mercantilism dominated Western Economics for over 250 years and still exists in various forms today.
Core features include:
 High tariffs on the import of finished goods; low, or no, taxes on the import of raw materials
 Low, or no taxes on export of finished goods; high taxes on the export of raw materials.
 New markets for domestic products to artificially increase the demand for domestic production.
 Brutal exploitation of domestic labor for the benefit of the state; and colonial empires abroad
White people did not create these conditions of their own power. God has set this stage and by so
doing pushed all nations out of their comfort zones and into a world system that is ruled by the
ultimate adversary, Satan. God has well-equipped us to resist the devil and submit our will to Him if
we so choose. Can we learn to see past the flesh, past the constant onslaught of negative imagery that
seems to “prove” that we are meant to be oppressed and degraded?
How do us as black people, and more specifically black evangelicals and people of faith, respond to
the current assault on our humanity—particularly in the so-called post-truth/fake news era that has
dawned with such sudden foreboding.
We must examine ways to reclaim our story and share the great legends and adventures that make up
the African experience. Already much is being done with movies such as Hidden Figures, Birth of a
Nation, and many others. With new media outlets opened up by the internet we can more effectively
redeem the image of black humanity and present a powerful new spiritually-based understanding of
our past, present and future that will honor our elders, inspire our children and better equip us to
defend the faith.

To view Mr. Cuzan’s work visit YouTube @: OMProductions81
Amandilo@yahoo.com
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SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN TO MAKE JUNETEENTH INDEPENDENCE
DAY A NATIONAL DAY OF OBSERVANCE IN AMERICA!

www.JuneteenthFlag.com

AMERICA NEEDS HEALING
FROM THE LEGACY OF ENSLAVEMENT!
"Most Americans, black and white, would rather not discuss slavery. As with
many subjects denial is the position most prefer. Whites because of guilt and
responsibility, but blacks for reasons deep seeded in some twisted belief that
to be enslaved in somehow makes you a lesser being." Midnight DJ

\
“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave
us the ministry of reconciliation.” II Corinthians 5:18
For More Information Contact:
Rev. Ronald V. Myers, Sr., M.D., Founder & Chairman

National Juneteenth Christian Leadership Council (NJCLC)
P.O. Box 269 Belzoni, MS 39038 662-392-2016 662-247-1471

www.NationalDayofReconciliation.com www.WorldDayofReconciliation.com
www.NationalJuneteenth.com
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THE ORIGIN AND OBSERVANCE OF

JUNETEENTH

Juneteenth, the "19th of June", commemorates the day when Americans of African
descent learned of their freedom, in Texas, the last state in rebellion following the end of
the Civil War. It was June 19, 1865, in Galveston, Texas, when Union General Gordon
Granger issued General Order #3, announcing that "all slaves are free" by Proclamation of
President Abraham Lincoln. The Emancipation Proclamation was signed by President Lincoln
on September 22, 1862, to take effect on January 1, 1863. It took over two and a half years
for the news of freedom to travel to southwest Texas.
2015 marks the 150th-Year Anniversary of Juneteenth Independence Day in America. It was
observed where it began – in Galveston, Texas, with a flag-raising ceremony, which honors
African American veterans, and a reconciliation prayer service.
In 1997, Juneteenth Independence Day was first officially recognized as America's 2nd
Independence Day by the U.S. Congress through the passage of Senate Joint Resolution 11,
sponsored by then Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott (R-MS), and HJ Res 56, sponsored by Congressman J. C. Watt (D-OK). Similar legislation has been passed by Congress
annually since 2006, when Senator Barack Obama (D-IL) sponsored S Res 516.
Rev. Dr. Myers is urging President Obama and the U.S. Congress to enact legislation to
make Juneteenth Independence Day a National Day of Observance like Flag Day or Patriot
Day." Dr. Myers, also the Founder & Chairman of the National Association of Juneteenth Jazz
Presenters (NAJJP, states: "At this time, forty-five states recognize Juneteenth as a state
holiday or special day of observance."
Thousands of petitions have been forwarded to the White House urging President Obama to
make Juneteenth Independence Day a National Holiday Observance and to establish a Presidential National Juneteenth Commission to provide advice to the president on how the annual observance of Juneteenth Independence Day can bring all Americans together with the
goal of promoting greater understanding and racial healing. A similar petition drive has also
been established to request the USPS to create a "Juneteenth Flags of Freedom" postage
stamp.
"The National Day of Reconciliation and Healing from the Legacy of Enslavement takes place every year in June in Washington, DC; and the World Day, commemorating 20 Angolans being brought into America on the ship White Lion, occurs on August 20 th in
Hampton and Richmond, Virginia.

---Excerpts from the Website of Rev. Dr. Ronald V. Myers, M.D.
www.NationalJuneteenth.com
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Dismantling the
Preschool to Prison Pipeline
Dr. Gale B. Frazier
The significance of understanding how the preschool to prison pipeline works is
essential to dismantling it. To dismantle means to disassemble, take down or
demolish. The Prison Industrial Complex (as it is called), has disproportionately targeted the African American and Latino population for mass incarceration;
and because of the construct of institutionalized racism, has amassed a great
fortune at the expense of our people. The public education system supports the
work through unrighteous policies, procedures, and regulations—including excessive suspensions, expulsions, juvenile referrals and such like. Both the Prison Industrial Complex and public educational systems work in concert. They
are in tandem with the plan to fuel the prison system.
Many of us have been adversely impacted by the underpinnings of white supremacy racism. God does not want us
to be ignorant of the devices of Satan. We must know that the enemy uses people to implement his wicked
schemes and practices. As such, the people of God must also know and become relentless in exposing, reproving,
and destroying his plan to annihilate us.
The preschool to prison pipeline has been designed to destroy families, emasculate our men and destroy our children and youth. (Our men represent our strength and our children the future). In order to thwart Satan’s plan, we
must first acknowledge the fact that this pipeline actually exists. We must understand that we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, powers, the rulers of the darkness of this age and spiritual wickedness in
high places. The fact that we are mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds, should fully persuade us
that we can engage the enemy and destroy his works. The Bible tells us that we must put on the full armor of God
in order to be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. When we have this understanding and the mind of Christ,
we can dismantle the works of the enemy—both naturally and spiritually so.
The understanding of institutional racism is an evil design that emanates from sin. The shed blood of Christ has
redeemed us from the snare of the fowler. The Lord has purposed for us as His people to be overcomers. He has
made us to be the head and not the tail. We are above only and not beneath. We are more than conquerors and our
children must be protected. Beginning with the family, we mustturn our hearts back to the True and Living God.
This starts by our accepting God’s eternal love for us as His children. This starts with our putting on Christ and
having His mind. In so doing, we can position ourselves to annihilate the workings of Satan.
The National Black Evangelical Association’s--‘Cush Cries Out—Christ Answers,” provides us an opportunity to
align ourselves with God’s plan and purpose for our lives as Black people. Our personal relationship with Him is
rooted in His word. He provides us with the affirmation and opportunity of knowing that we, too, are His chosen
ones.
“Dismantling the Preschool to Prison Pipeline” will provide a framework for divine intervention in destroying the
yokes and chains of bondage in the lives of our people.
Dr. Gale B. Frazier
President/ Founder
The Daughters of Sarah International Outreach Ministries
www.daughtersofsarahiom.org
Associate Minister
Reformation Church - Chicago
(c) 2016 All Rights Reserved
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NBEA Doctrinal Statement
1. We believe in the verbal, plenary inspiration by God of the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments, and that they are inerrant in the original writings, and such Scriptures are
supreme and final authority in all matters of life and faith.
2. We believe in one God eternally existing in three equal persons, they are Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.
3. We believe that God the Son became incarnate in the person of Jesus Christ, who
was begotten by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, and is true God and true man.
4. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures as
a substitutionary sacrifice; and that all who believe in Him are justified on the grounds of His
shed blood.
5. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body of our Lord, in His ascension into
Heaven, and in His present life there for us, as High Priest, Intercessor and Advocate.
6. We believe in the personal, bodily, visible advent of our Lord Jesus Christ in the glory of His
Father to set up in the earth a kingdom in which He shall reign in righteousness and peace.
7. We believe that the Holy Spirit is a person possessed of all the distinctively divine attributes. He is God. He convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment. He regenerates,
seals, and sets apart the believer to a holy life. At regeneration He baptizes the believer into the
body of Christ and comes to indwell him permanently.
8. We believe that man was created in the image of God, that he sinned in Adam and thereby incurred not only physical death, but that spiritual death which is separation from God;
and that all human beings are born with a Sin Nature, and in the case of those who reach moral
responsibility become sinners in thoughts, words and deeds.
9. We believe that whosoever by faith, apart from works of any kind, receives Jesus Christ as his
Savior is “born from above,” and thereby becomes a child of God, “created in Christ Jesus unto
good works.”
10. We believe that all born-again believers still possess the fallen Adamic nature in this life,
but that God has made full provision whereby His children may be more than conquerors over sin,
this Sin Nature, and Satan through the Lord Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, who indwells each believer.
11. We believe in the reality and personality of Satan as a living Angelic Being in unending enmity
with God.
12. We believe in the church, and the local church:

We Believe that the Church in its invisible form is universal, the true body and bride of Christ,






and that all who are born again are members regardless of organizational affiliation.
We believe the Church is a band of believers in Christ, involved and committed to maintain and remain in a
covenant relationship as the visible body of Christ.
We believe that the local church is an organism of the Body of Christ and that the entire Body, comprised of all
in heaven and earth who submit themselves in faith obedience to Christ, and the carrying out of God’s purposes
in Christ comprise the kingdom of God.
We believe the Church in every age must be a visible demonstration of Christ in the world, standing in holiness
as the pillar and foundation of truth, championing Christ’s call of social righteousness and justice for both persons
and groups, especially for the downtrodden, dispossessed masses of the poor and needy, according to Gospel
values and practices.
We believe the Church is an open, inclusive, reconciled fellowship of believers in Christ, mutually committed to
standing with and supporting one another, notwithstanding tribe, kindred, and ethnic group. Reconciliation
consequently is God’s purpose in Christ reuniting humanity and God, and all humanity with itself.
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National Black Evangelical Association
P.O. Box 4311 |

Chicago, IL 60680-4311

Phone: 773.881.2455
email: office@the-nbea-org
website: the-nbea.org
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